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3 aydney Qruson, ho Ms }ust re-
; turned to Mg post as THE NEw
! YoRK TIMES correspondent in Mex-

‘presénts here @ report.

. {00 Oity ‘from a trip to Guatemnla,
" Guate-
mala g3 & case history.of 4 CoNR~

i The milita.ry dlctatorslﬂp th
succeeded him under theprete

[way on.Oct. 20, 1844, when a groy
of young. army ofticers, leading b
small group ‘ot liberal studen

ti] theii didate, Profemr?l g

By BYDNEY GR'USO i
sw:hl. to Tax le !w.t TiMeR ﬂ'

gime: of -Gen.. Jotge Ublco, ‘fromJ:
11030 to 1044, the law and the gen-
eral weig one, - He traveled ardund
the country dispenaing . justice. on
the kpot &nd; as-aften ps not, de-
clding of ‘e man's gullt or inno-
 terice by the “cut” of his face, Thel%
| general liked fo consider h.lmqel!
the “father of: the people.’

timg only: the: poor and.the rich;
[and the rich- were: very rich and
ery-few, while-the poor wers. very
poor:‘and pléntitul. . “The country
was’ perhaps as much- 88 90 per
-eent “flliterate and the great bulk
] of ithe. Indian peasants, two-thirds
of the country’s 2,750,000 popula-(
tion, were living a8 ger!s of the big
landowners, Things wers. not m
better in the, cities,

Revolutlonary Moveﬁent

It was agn.im(_‘. this background
that the Revolutionary Movement
.| began to stir itself during”the Sec-

ond World War, long after most
other Latin-Ainericm countries
had started to shake off the residue
] from lundreds ot years of Spanish
colonialism,  And it is rpainst ‘thia
background. that the emergence of
the Guatenialin Communiat thove-
ment, and its. rise to becoms per-
[haps the. strongest organized pow-
o in the land t:be. consld

e &
‘Guatemala existed “tinder thé re-1s

Theére wera ini Guatemala, at that

J’osé Arevalo,’ could be’ fnstalled 8
>repldent in 1045." The start of ¢

‘s A school: teacher- by professiol
Arevalo had served in'a mimber g
ntnor official” “posts’ linder Ubich
pnd th 1935 as one of his privatp
uecretnries. He gtew tlred of

with s vague political’ philosoph]
of soclal reform based on slogan
of tha revolution, But it was ess
tially only a frame of a philosoph
and the: Communisty tc
glve it substance. )
"By then the Mexics.n revolution|
had failed ‘its’ original promise of
a Communist success, It wax nat-
ural ‘that the Communists should
seek a ‘new progelytizing oppor-
tunity, and ‘Arevalo proved a.rich
ground “for their seeds. - Vicente
Lombardo Toledano, at that time
lerder of the Mexican labor move-
ment, shuttled back and forth be-
tween Mexlco City and Guatemall
a8 Arevalo's guest,

Gradually  the school teacher-
prgsldent took on more and more
of ‘the Communists' colors;. With
Lombardo as his’' political mentor
He : encouraged . the - Guatemplan|’
group ‘that stood: on ‘the .far left
of - the “revolutionary - riovement!

ed.|'The group was headed. by J

Manuel Fortuny a&nd i
to emerge openly leven yea.ru later,
ujon ' Jute-21,. 3950 0

of preparing for free elections gaye|

?[Founding of the O, P:

"Fortuny himeelf dates the found-
ing ‘of ‘the Guatemalan Communist
party from this, although, it was
not until May,‘1950, that he and &
group -of. followers resigned :from
the P. A, R, and announced theix
intention of esteblishing & Commus-
nist party. The group began pub-
lication of a Communist newspaper
called Octubre .and were . known
“Octubre Communists”’to dis-
tinguish them from the . group
around Victor Manuel Guilerrez,]: -
then secretaly general of the Stal<|”
inist Revolutionary of
tams.lan Workers, "™

! This” cea,sed !o

e
with the dissident faction that be-,
[ jcams - tha .’ Partido . Accion ‘Revo~

lucidnaria (P. A R.) He was the|
Iparty's: secretgry gerieral and’ edi-
tor ‘of " its newspaper.’ Whils still
[ mem!aer2 :t P AR

he founded,
inner group

it ;rter,

the \dency., - Between - the’ Oc-
ef, 1944, revolutlor “ahid * th

Arevalo ”Inauguration™ in March,

Torlello soon dropped out

Minister of War under Arevalp, and
Arana chief of armed forces,’ Are-
valo encoutagéd each man in‘turn
to’ belleve he was the.logical ayc-
cessor, but the Leftists tended to
groyp themselves- around’ Atrbenz,
and the modetate. around Am.na,
and this ‘was the tip-o
things would, go.

11 as th thjatrd-

dm
“hudm'm. B; r.hen

hand in tha '-truggla golng on for

1945, the country had'bsen Tuled
by .two of the mllitary'ieaderu of

: Govemment'

political picture. Arbenz became

/| perior nrganization,. their mission-
;|ary zeal- and . devotion to partv
‘|causes rather ' than self-enrich-

‘1 He has had to pay the price of?
o glving theth more and more power. p

Fortuny’s mpnipulating, were Ar-
benz's- most-ardent: supporters,
‘Whether he ‘wanted to or not—
a.nd he hag'néver indicated that he
was willing to ‘throw them over—
Arbenz: would have had difficulty
{inidoing" Mth'uut' th’e CDmmunists '
&h&o—ﬂr:

'were in_control of the unions, the
radlo ~and. newspa-
per-pfopaganda organs, and vari-
ous other key jobg that gave them
power far beyond their numbers.

Arbeny ‘and. Communists

:'Whatever- Arbénz wanted, such
68 the controversial land reform|,
law thet now ig pulling the coun-
try apart, tHe Comnwnists went
|out to-get for him,.With- their su—L

ment, they became ths force onf
which Afbenz apparently believes;
can . raly most, -

hat the ‘price has been too high
although it is ‘now .a question inf
Guatamala. Whether Arbenz uses?t
undsty .for ‘his ends ork
the ™ Cofritounists” uss him, Thef
A ﬁ P&lch their edds ought tof|

ted. was reached lome"

But he "apparently. does not reelé




